FATHERS DAY FRESH IDEAS 
____(add your church name here)___
By Diana Davis

“Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him.” Psalm 127:4 NLT
Christian dads impact their family & the world! A few fresh ideas for fathers:
FATHER/CHILD TRADITIONS  

· Begin annual traditions: birthday breakfast with dad, father/daughter date, father/son adventure.  
· Make lifetime memories with family vacations. Tight budget? Do a back yard campout.

· Share a hobby with your child (fish, collect rocks, golf, woodwork, etc.) 

PRAY FOR YOUR CHILD
· Kneel by your sleeping child’s bed.

· Pray for your child as you drive to work, or before you get up each day.  

· Pray together at bedtime. Pray aloud with your child as you drive to school. Pray in crisis time. Pray about specific needs/blessings (e.g., peers, new dog.) 
INVEST YOUR TIME

· Child-rearing days encompass only about ¼ of your life. Invest wisely. Secret: Hit the TV remote off button.
· Offer to sub in his Sunday School.    

· Idea: Spend a minimum of 10 focused minutes with your child daily. Take a walk, shoot baskets, go for a soda, play a board game. Listen. Comfort.  Make eye contact. Speak wisdom. 
SERVE GOD TOGETHER   

· Set an example of joyful service to God

· Find ways to include your child, i.e. homebound visit, church work day, new church project.

BE THE SPIRITUAL LEADER 
· Get caught studying God’s Word. Idea: Handwrite a Scripture on a notecard for your child occasionally.   

· Enthusiastically initiate family commit- ment to God, His Word & His church.
· Help your child know Jesus as Savior. 

· Teach your child. When? Deut. 11:18-21 says to teach your child God’s ways when you sit, walk, lay or stand. Oh, you’re doing that right now…Get busy! 
ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD
· Show family affection. Hug. Laugh together. Delight in your child. Say “I love you” with feeling. Speak only positive words about him to others.  

· Be the parent. Your child needs a father, not just another “buddy.”

· Offer sincere compliments often. Discover your child’s spiritual gifts & help develop them. 
LOVE YOUR WIFE
· It’s one of the best things to do for your child, and you’re teaching how to treat his or her future spouse.

· Let your child see you show genuine affection, compliment her, pray with her, brag about her & laugh together. 
· Idea: tell your child today about how you met & fell in love with your wife.

BE A MAN OF INTEGRITY
· “I will lead a life of integrity in my own home.” Psalm 101:2. Guard your reputation vigilantly.
· “The glory of children is their fathers.” Proverbs 17:6b
Happy Father’s Day!
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